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Backing 
 
LCPS practice is to back only when designated on your route sheet and if necessary to 
park your bus at the designated parking location. 
 
The PROCESS for Backing: 
 

1. Activate the 4-way hazard lights at least 100 feet before stopping. 
 

2. Stop the bus in the proper position to back. 
 

3. Get out and walk around the vehicle (IF IT IS SAFE TO DO SO).  Check 
clearance to sides and overhead. 

 
4. Post a lookout (example student/attendant) in the inside, at the back of the bus, to 

give warning of obstacles, approaching persons, or other vehicles. 
 

5. Before and during the backing maneuver constantly check all mirrors to see that   
the way is clear – if in doubt don’t back. 

 
6. Before backing tap the horn. 

 
7. Back slowly and smoothly. 

  
DO NOT BACK THE BUS UNLESS IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY.   

BACKING CAUSES MANY COLLISIONS. 
  
 
The PROCESS for Turnarounds: 
  
If a turnaround is absolutely necessary, remember this rule:  LOAD STUDENTS 
BEFORE BACKING AND BACK BEFORE UNLOADING STUDENTS. 
 
Making a turnaround is not recommended.  It is preferable to drive around the block 
rather than make a turnaround. 
  
However, because of the environment, some drivers have no other choice but to turn 
around.  When such a maneuver is necessary, it should be carried out with extreme 
caution. 
 

1. Activate the 4-way hazard lights at least 100 feet in advance of a turnaround. 
 

2. Tap the brake to signal an intention to stop and then stop the bus in proper 
position on the roadway. 



 
3. The bus should be stopped one bus length ahead of the road it is to be backed into. 

 
4. Check all traffic in the vicinity of the bus. 

 
5. Back into the road checking mirrors constantly and using a student/safety 

patrol/attendant observing from the inside back of the bus to give warning of 
obstacles, approaching persons or other vehicles – if in doubt, don’t back. 

 
6. After checking traffic, re-enter the roadway with caution, using appropriate 

signal. 
 

DO NOT BACK THE BUS UNLESS IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY.   
BACKING CAUSES MANY COLLISIONS. 

  
 
 


